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passing removed a great figure from the ecclesiastical life of the 
United States, and his true place in the history of the Church 
here will loom up more widely as the years pass and the results 
of his many labors produce their fruit. 

The Sisters of Divine Providence of Newport, Ky., deserve 
commendation for the devotion to his memory in preserving 
these Character Sketches to the future. 



Booker T. Washington: Builder of a Civilization. By Scott- 
Stowe. New York: Doubleday, Page & Co., 1916. Pp. xx + 
331. 

The best review this welcome addition to American biography 
will ever receive is already written in the Preface which Theodore 
Roosevelt has contributed to this volume. "It is hyperbole" he 
writes, "to say that Booker T. Washington was a great American. 
For twenty years before his death he had been the most useful, 
as well as the most distinguished, member of his race in the 
world, and one of the most useful, as well as one of the most 
distinguished of American citizens of any race." The volume is 
not a biography in the ordinary sense. A complete Life still 
remains to be written. What the authors of this book have 
attempted to do is to present and interpret the leading aspects 
of the life of a great American who rose from slavery up to one 
of the highest positions of social and international prominence 
in the land. The early life of Booker T. Washington has been told 
for all time in his e >och-making book Up from Slavery, and the 
present volume takes up the story where the other leaves off, 
and seeks to tell the story of his success during the last fifteen 
years of his life. It contains a "record of his struggles and 
achievements at once accurate and readable put into permanent 
form for the information of the public." The opening chapter 
tells us of the man and his school in the making. Those early 
days at Tuskegee read like the beginnings of a religious com- 
munity in the middle ages. Few founders ever experienced such 
drawbacks; few have shown more heroic, manly courage. 
Trouble rained in upon the little community, and not the least 
of them came from his own people, especially from the negro 
preachers who were always trying to dispute with Mr. Washington 
and quarrel with him; "but he just kept his mouth shut," one of 
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his pupils has written, "and went ahead. He kept pleasant and 
wouldn't dispute with them, nor argue with them, nor quarrel 
with them. When the white folks would come around and 
tell him he was 'spoiling good niggers by education,' he would 
just ask them to wait patiently and give him time to show them 
what the right kind of education could do." 

In 1895, fourteen years after the founding of Tuskegee 
Institute, Mr. Washington began to spread the good news of 
his success in various parts of the South and North, and wherever 
he appeared, in spite of all prejudice, he won his way quickly 
and permanently to the hearts of his audience. His greatest 
speech was probably that at Atlanta, in 1895, and from this time 
until his death, his words were listened to by social students 
and educators through the country. His was a fiery logic. 
Facts, statistics, comparisons, analyses, syntheses, followed one 
another in quick succession in his talk. "He marshalled them 
in such a way that they were dynamic and stirring instead of 
static and paralyzing." Few Americans of our day have achieved 
a more lasting success than Booker T. Washington, and there are 
pages in this biographical sketch which every American boy, 
white and colored, should read. President Eliot of Harvard, in 
1896, when conferring upon Mr. Washington the degree of 
Master of Arts, summed up his life in this characteristically 
terse way — "teacher, wise helper of his race, good servant of 
God and country." There is a lesson of service to all the men 
and women of the race to which Booker T. Washington belonged, 
which this book will teach them better than anything ever 
written about their great leader. "He was never led away," say 
Mr. Roosevelt, "as the educated negro so often is led away, 
into the pursuit of fantastic visions; into the drawing up of 
plans fit only for the world of two dimensions. He kept his 
high ideals, always; but he never forgot for a moment that he 
was living in an actual world of three dimensions, in a world of 
unpleasant facts, where those unpleasant facts have to be faced, 
and he made the best possible out of a bad situation from which 
there was no ideal best to be obtained. And he walked humbly 
with his God." The volume deserves to be read widely. A 
second edition would be much enhanced by the addition of 
an Index. 



